
SOC 40: Sociology of Health Care Issues    MWF 2:00-2:50pm Center 115 
 

Instructor: Lauren D. Olsen     Office Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:30am-12:30pm   
lolsen@ucsd.edu       Social Sciences Building #422 

 

TAs:  Haley McInnis                             Sections: 1&2 Tuesday 8-9am, 9-10am Center 220 
Crystal Ben         Sections: 3&4 Tuesday 5-6pm, 6-7pm Center 220 
Kevin Hale                           Sections: 5&6 Friday 1-2pm, 2-3pm HSS 1305 

 

Course Description and Objectives 
Health and health care can be studied from a variety of perspectives, sociology being one of 
them. We will cover the kinds of health and health care issues that sociologists have studied, 
how sociologists approach them, and the opportunities and challenges present in applying the 
sociological perspective to a biomedical area of study. Each week we will tackle questions that 
that by the end of the course you will be able to answer, discuss, and debate. 
 

Content Objectives - By the end of the course, you will be able to: 
1. describe several health care issues; 
2. understand and demonstrate the sociological approach; 
3. critically appraise what health is and how people get sick; 
4. compare and contrast what people do when they get sick or hurt; 
5. evaluate how someone becomes a health care professional and the central components 

of their socialization; 
6. illustrate where health care professionals work; 
7. summarize the different systems of knowledge operative in a health care setting; 
8. explain how various people come into conflict within a healthcare setting; 
9. analyze the health care system; and, 
10. identify applications of sociology for the improvement of health care. 

 

Skill Objectives - By the end of the course you will improve your skills on: 
1. sociological reading and interpretation. 
2. assessing and constructing sociological arguments. 
3. evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of kinds of empirical evidence. 
4. applying theoretical insights to an empirical field of study. 
5. creating social critiques and educational materials for improving health care issues. 

 
Grading Breakdown 

o 10% Weekly Participation Points (in lecture reflection pieces and i<clickers polling) 
o 20% Discussion Section (attendance mandatory; assignments at TA’s discretion) 
o 20% In-Class Midterm Exam #1 (multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank/open response) 
o 20% In-Class Midterm Exam #2 (multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank/open response) 
o 30% Final Project (creative application and synthesis of learned material) 

 

Required Materials                 **Available at the UCSD Bookstore**  
o i<Clicker (doesn’t matter what version) 

mailto:lolsen@ucsd.edu


Important Policies 
 
Respect – The topics covered in this course are particularly sensitive areas because everyone 
has some experience with health, illness, recovery AND because there are vast inequities that 
undergird the provision and reception of health care. As such, participation in this course 
requires that you respect your peers and the subjects discussed in lecture and section. Please 
act with interest, humility, and empathy toward others. 

 
Disability Accommodation - Students with disabilities are encouraged to speak with me at the 
beginning of the quarter to discuss necessary accommodations to ensure full participation in 
Section and the Course at large. Please also contact Teresa Eckert (tneckert@ucsd.edu), our 
Disability Coordinator.  
 
I<Clickers & Reflection Pieces - This class encourages, assesses, and rewards on-going, in-class 
engagement with course material. Ten percent (10%) of your entire course grade will come 
from weekly participation with your own personal i<Clicker device and reflection pieces 
(written on any kind of paper). This assessment will begin on Monday, April 10th and end on 
Wednesday, June 7th; if you earn 80% of the total points offered, you will receive full credit (to 
see the full points scale please refer to Ted). To earn participation points from lecture, you must 
be present and either click on your i<Clicker or write a response to a question provided and 
hand it in at the close of lecture. I have built in flexibility to account for error and special 
circumstances: mechanical error, lost i<Clickers, excused/unexcused absences, late adds to the 
class, emergencies, and so on; therefore, no make-up participation points will be offered. 
 
Laptops/Cellphones/Technology - Studies have repeatedly shown that multitasking not only 
distracts the person doing it, but also makes learning harder for those around them. Studies 
have also shown that handwriting notes yields better learning outcomes for students. I will 
lecture in such a way that you will be able to take handwritten notes as I speak, I will reiterate 
important (read: test-worthy material), and encourage questions for clarification. If you feel 
strongly that you must use your laptop, you must sit in the back of the classroom so as to 
minimize the degree to which you distract your peers. 

 
Email - I love working with students, troubleshooting problems and doing whatever I can to 
help you succeed. Please feel free to stop by my Office Hours (listed above). If you cannot 
attend my Office Hours, please email me (lolsen@ucsd.edu) so we can set up another time that 
we can meet. Please allow me a 24-hour period to return your emails. This is important to 
keep in mind, particularly if you have a time-sensitive question. Please put “Soc 40” in the email 
subject line, and put your name somewhere in the email. 
 
Academic Integrity - Be familiar with the UCSD Policy on Integrity of Scholarship because it will 
be in effect throughout this course for all assignments. I take academic integrity very seriously. 
Please talk to me or visit the University’s website if you have any questions about what 
constitutes academic integrity: http://www.ucsd.edu/current- students/academics/academic-
integrity/index.html 

mailto:tneckert@ucsd.edu
mailto:lolsen@ucsd.edu
http://www-senate.ucsd.edu/manual/appendices/app2.htm
http://www.ucsd.edu/current-%20students/academics/academic-integrity/index.html
http://www.ucsd.edu/current-%20students/academics/academic-integrity/index.html


Course Schedule     **All readings are posted on TritonEd** 

 
Week 1: What are health care issues? How do sociologists study them? 
 

o Wing, Steve. "Limits of Epidemiology."  
 

o Taylor, Janelle. “The Demise of the Bumbler and the Crock.” 
 
 
Week 2: What is health? How do people get sick in the first place? 
 

o Bell, Ann. “Low-Income Women’s Experience of Medicalized Infertility.” 
 

o Hunt, Linda & Mary Megyesi. "The Ambiguous Meanings of Race in Research." 
 
 
Week 3: What do people do when they get sick or hurt? 
 

o Gamble, Vanessa. “Under the Shadow of Tuskegee: African Americans and Healthcare.” 
 

o Menjivar, Cecilia. "The Ties that Heal: Guatemalan Immigrant Women’s Networks." 
 
 

*4/24 In-Class Midterm #1* 

 
Week 4: What professionals take care of people when they are sick?  

 
o Tweedy, Damon. “Black Man in a White Coat.” [excerpts] 

 
o Starr, Paul. "The Growth of Medical Authority."  

 
 
Week 5: How does someone become a doctor? What do they learn? 
 

o Lin, Katherine et al. "Narratives of the U.S. Premedical Experience."  
 

o Murphy, Marie. “Hiding in Plain Sight: Heteronormativity in Medical Education.” 
 

 
Week 6: Where do health professionals work? How is health care organized? 
 

o Rosenberg, Charles. "The Rise of the Modern Hospital."  
 

o McKinlay, John & Lisa Marceau. "The End of the Golden Age of Doctoring."  



Week 7: What other systems of knowledge are operative in a health care setting? 
 

o Timmermans, Stefan & Aaron Mauck. "The Promises & Pitfalls of EBM." 
 
 

*5/17 In-Class Midterm #2* 

 
 

*5/19 No Lecture – No Section*  
 

 
Week 8: How do various people come into conflict within a healthcare setting? 
 

o Waitzkin, Howard. "Politics of the Medical Encounter."  
 

o Barker, Kristin. "Embodied Expertise." 
 

*5/23 No Section*  

 
 

*5/26 No Lecture*  

 
 

*5/29 No Lecture – Memorial Day Holiday*  

 
 
Week 9: How have various stakeholders attempted to improve health care? 
 

o Brandt, Allan & Martha Gardner. "Antagonism and Accommodation." 
 

o Wegar, Katarina. "The Rhetoric of Reform." 
 
 

Week 10: What have we learned and what can we do with this knowledge? 
 

o Read at least two of the selection of articles about comics in healthcare. 
 

*6/6 No Section*  

 

*6/9 No Section*  

 
 

*6/9 Final Project due 2pm at the last lecture* 


